
Delmarva Driving Club, 

Road to the 

Nationals’ Series 
2 

 

3—4 

 

  
Members Out & 

About 
5—6 

 

Sunshine 

Useful Hack 

 

7 

7 

 

Upcoming Events 8—9 

Advertising & 10 

Sponsorship Forms 

 

 

11 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Inside this issue: 

Bits and Pieces—Club Information  

Let’s Drive ! 
March, 2022 

Attention!! 

 DDC Board Meeting 

on Thursday, March 

10, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.  

The meeting is open 

to the Membership—

members may speak 

on a subject, but they 

may not vote.  This 

will be a Zoom 

Meeting—look for an 

invitation one week 

prior.  

 

Joy of Driving 

On Saturday, February 26, 2022, longtime 
DDC Member George Parris passed away.  
George was very active in several equine 
organizations and was currently the 
Treasurer of the Delmarva Driving Club. 
He got his first pony at age 4, which led to 
a lifetime of love for horses.  During the 
past few days there has been an 
outpouring of tributes showing how 
George was such a blessing to so many 
horses and their people.   His love for 
carriage driving often had him traveling 
throughout Maryland, Delaware, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, and the Eastern 
Shore of Virginia to teach lessons, clinics, 
and to watch, judge, participate in, and/or 
assist drivers in carriage shows.   Besides 
training drivers and horses, George was 
also a „whiz‟ in matching equines to the right owners and locating proper 
tack for equines and their owners.  He had an infectious zest for life, 
especially when horses were involved, and a sparkle in his eye that would 
just light up a room.  George had a wicked sense of humor and a great laugh. 
How lucky we were to have known him.  We all  wish we had more time 
together, but we know we‟ll always value the time we did have.  George  - 
you will truly be missed. 
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‘Road to the Nationals’ Series  

This is a series, premiering in March, documenting the journey of several different “teams” of 
various ages, backgrounds, and with their own unique goals and struggles, united by the common 
denominator of Standardbreds, as they prepare for the National Standardbred Show, presented by 
Standardbred Pleasure Horse Organization of New Jersey.  
One part of that 'team' are DDC Members John and Colleen Layton.  
Tune in for the first episode, and be sure to subscribe for future episodes on Trot-Trot Standardbreds 
YouTube Channel: https://youtube.com/channel/UCj6gBRuU8tAWmghkW8HmJ4w 
 
Here is Colleen‟s Story: 
My name is Colleen Layton and my horse's name is Ideal 
Kiss. He is an 8 year old pacer, an American Ideal son 
out of a mare (Ruffles Kiss) who is a Cam Fella great 
granddaughter. As a teenager, I worked at JEF 
Standardbreds' breeding farm in Chesterfield, New 
Jersey, when Cam Fella was standing there. I thought he 
was one of the most charismatic horses I had ever seen 
and when I saw his name in Kiss's pedigree I was very 
excited! 
I have had horses, and not been without at least one of 
my own, since I was 14 years old. Most of the work and 
learning I did on my own as I did not come from a 
"horsey" family. At the age of 43 I was diagnosed with a 
muscle disease, making walking and riding difficult. I 
decided to try driving and started with a 20 year old 
Shetland Pony, Jazz. I still have him and compete 
regularly in shows and driving trials. I moved up to my 
husband's Standardbred mare, Cora Louise last year and 
showed her at the 2021 Nationals after helping him show 
her in the 2020 event. We struggled with some 
soundness issues resulting in her balking a lot. But we 
learned a lot from that experience and together my 
husband John and I decided we would love to look for a 
war horse, because the concept is amazing to us. We 
initially started looking for an age qualified war horse because we felt we could offer a good home 
and great care to an aged horse. Our oldest horses are 30 and 34 years old! 
We are members of Delmarva Driving Club and another member, Jane Ramsey, was simultaneously 
looking for a retirement home for Kiss, whom she had owned and trained for three years. She was 
determined that he find a working, non racing home. He had been claimed nineteen times in his 
career and it was very important to her that he be placed in a forever home. She has a lot of 
experience in combined driving and felt that he would really enjoy its challenges. My husband is 
currently competing with our Hackney pony in combined driving events, training level single pony.. 
We went to meet Kiss in October and it was love at first sight! 
We are working on teaching Kiss to trot consistently with a LOT of help from Brielle, and hope to be 
successful. We are looking forward to competing in the driving division at the 2022 National, with a 
possible appearance in a hunter under saddle class. In any event, he has proven himself to be an 
absolute pleasure to drive and we are enjoying the journey! 

https://youtube.com/channel/UCj6gBRuU8tAWmghkW8HmJ4w?fbclid=IwAR3vr3xatzS6pxrnBLDI-I9zbmIR4_QTi47Tajw8o3ZJAldfoUr0G9OX7eM
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The Joy of Driving! 
Love was in the air during Valentine‟s Day 
weekend.  DDC Members Jess and Rainier 
Tanglao and Katelin McConkey Cook provided 
carriage rides in Easton, MD.  On Saturday they 
collaborated with friends and DDC Members to 
have three carriages trotting through downtown 
Easton.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year the Mid-Atlantic region finally got enough snow that members were able to dust off their sleighs and 
go sledding!  Members enjoying the snow were Claire 
Lacey, Charlie Purnell, Frances Baker, and Linda 
Thomas 
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The Joy of Driving!, cont. 
 

 

DDC Member Charlie Purnell celebrated her birthday 
in Southern Pines, North Carolina competing in the 
Moore County Driving Club's Conesapalooza with her 
Dutch Harness Horse Illusion. Paul Maye is driving and 
Charlie is the 'gator' (navigator). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DDC Members John & Colleen Layton attended the recent Standardbred 
Pleasure Horse Organization of New Jersey Awards Program. Held in 
Freehold, NJ, this Awards program is designed to encourage members to use 
their Standardbreds in public shows, competitions, demonstrations, trail rides, 
parades, hunts, hunter paces, or exhibitions. The Laytons won Best Turnout for 
2020 and 2021. Congratulations Team Layton!!!!    

 

 

 

DDC Member Jess Tanglao is well on her way to making her dream come 
true—she is making great progress with her 4-in-hand team.  

 

 



Driving  Show cont.  
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Members Out and About 

 

Michele Brauning driving Kemba as Tank catches 

a ride 

Savannah staying warm while waiting 

to give a Valentine carriage ride 

Shannon Gandee enjoying a beautiful February day to 

drive her horse Beau 

Frances Baker reaping the benefits from a beautiful day 

while driving a pair of her Canadian Crossbreds 



Driving  Show cont.  
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Members Out and About, cont. 

 

Frances Baker’s 4-in-hand hitched and ready to go 

for a drive 

Judith Hartman driving Marigold 

Rainier and Millie Tanglao driving Jammie 

Michele Brauning and Dennis and Adriane Baker 

looking for bargains at the recent South Jersey 

Carriage Club Tack Swap 



The Sunshine Corner is Back!   It was established to express                        
congratulations, sympathy or concern to members of our Club in the 
event of illness, bereavement or  milestone events.  Frances Baker has 
graciously volunteered to be our Sunshine Coordinator—if you know of 
someone needing “Sunshine”, please contact Frances at 302-381-2979 or 
email her at francesbaker65@gmail.com.    This month Sunshine has 
been sent to:   
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 Sunshine Corner 

Thinking of you/Get Well Wishes were sent to: 

Kim Baklarz‟s father had surgery and is recovering nicely.  He is also  in the process of moving  to the 
Eastern Shore of Maryland, closer to Kim and Rich.  

Congratulations were sent to: 

Adriane and Dennis Baker‟s daughter Kaiya recently joined the Army 

Colleen and John Layton for being selected to participate in a project  entitled „The Road to the 
Nationals‟.  The project deals with retraining and rehoming standardbreds. 

Sympathy was sent to: 

Carey Miller recently had to euthanize her Morgan horse Spencer 

Elizabeth Parris and family on the recent death of her husband George 

Useful Hack 
 

If you don‟t have backup cameras in your truck, 
put a brick against your truck tire as  you 
unhook you trailer.  You know exactly how far to 
back up when you go to hook up again. 

 

 



Upcoming Events 
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Due to the Covid 19 virus, many events have been canceled for everyone‟s safety.  Always call ahead 
to ensure an event is still scheduled to be held as many events have been cancelled or rescheduled.  

3/3-6/22    HORSE WORLD EXPO - Harrisburg, PA. Info: https://www.horseworldexpo.com/  

 

3/19/22 Let's Get Lucky Recreational Drive! 11am until 4pm.  The Schedule for the day: 

  11:00 - 11:30 arrival & check in, 11:45 - 12:15 Safety Discussion,  1:00 - Drive Off 

  3:00 - Tail Gate - Covered dish The event is limited to 20 drivers and for 2022 SJCC  
  members - it's FREE. Non-members = $15. Please find the link below for the registration for 
  the event. 

3/24/22 Tentative DDC General Membership Meeting 

 

3/27/22 Open Driving Show at the 4-H Fairgrounds at Mays Landing, New Jersey.  Jessica 
  Axelsson is the Judge. (see additional info on next page) 

 

4/8-10/22  SOUTHERN PINES CT & CDE - Carolina Horse Park, Raeford, NC - Info: Omnibus 04-
  04-2022 Southern Pines CDE & CT  

4/10/22 Horse Park of New Jersey will host a Cones and Obstacle Driving Day.  See additional 
  information on the next page) 

 

4/16-17/22  AIKEN CARRIAGE CLASSIC AND DRESSAGE - Aiken, SC - Info: Omnibus 04-16-
  2022 Aiken Carriage Classic and Dressage  

4/22/22 Martins Auction in Lebanon, PA 

 

5/14/22 Annual DDC Pleasure Show at the Wicomico Equestrian Center in  
  Salisbury, MD  The Judge is Jessica Axelsson 

 

5/14/22 Harlequin Farm ADT (with a rain date of May 15th). 37720 Legard Farm Rd,  
  Purcellville, VA  

 

6/3-5/22   ELK CREEK CDE & CT - Fair Hill NRMA, MD - Info: dltrefry@gmail.com  

 

6/23-24/22 Lancaster County Carriage and Antique Auction in Bird-in-Hand, PA—Mud Sale 

 

Please help us fill in the Upcoming Events page with things you would like to see the club participate 
in.  All you need to do is contact any Board Member or the Editor of the Newsletter/Facebook and we 
can help make your idea a reality.  We have club members with experience that can help you 
plan/host a drive or event.  This is your club—so let your voice and ideas be heard.     
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Registration information available 
on the Horse Park of New Jersey 
webpage 
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We’re on Facebook 

and Instagram! 

Check us out 

Board of Directors 

President                              Anna Klumpp  

      

Vice President                      Frances Baker 
     

Treasurer                              George Parris  

      

Secretary                              Kim Baklarz           
      

     

    

  Board Members: 

  Michele Brauning    

  Charlotte  (Charlie) Purnell  

  John Layton  

  Diane Savage   

  Stan Vonasek   

Facebook/Newsletter Editor              Membership Chair                                Sunshine Chair 

Linda Thomas                Deb Dawkins                     Frances Baker 

If you need to contact the Board of Directors/Officers or Committee Chairs, please use 
our new Club Email:  delmarvadrivingclub1983@gmail.com 

George Parris—A Man of Great Character  

We are honored to have known you and driven with 
you 


